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of the above heading would 
probably be more appropriate for the next 
six months; yet we do feel confident, 
kind reader, that, with proper precautions, 
all stocks in good condition now, may be 
preserved without deterioration until 
April, 1874. 

In giving directions for wintering we 
are obliged to bear in mind that our read- 
ers are, many of them, placed under cir- 
cumstances widely differing, and that to 
have our remarks equally applicable, 
these varying circumstances must be con- 
sidered. 

To illustrate: How many of our read- 
ers have only one colony to pilot safely 
through the winter? But few, we trust, 
yet we will briefly consider the duties ot 
such. If no dysentery or bee disease has 
heen known in your vicinity, and you pre- 
fer to run some risk of losing them rather 


instead 


than to remove their natural stores, or if 


they are only in box hives, perhaps you 
may leave them on their summer stands. 
We would not undertake to protect them 
from the cold in any way that would de- 
prive them of the sunshine, for that is 
one of the great essentials for out-door 
wintering. Protect them an the north, 
east and west, by fences, walls or build- 
ings, from cold winds all you can, but 
don’t intercept the sunshine ; if they. have 
no such protection, give it them now, and 
let it remain the year round. Such a 
a fence can quickly be made of cheap 
lumber, and it will be an excelicnt idea to 
have it extend on the south side also; but 
far enough away to cast no shadow on 
the hives. If you contemplate building 
up an apiary, make it hexagonal all 
around your apiary, and it may run as 
close as within three feet of the row of 
hives furthest north, a little more than 
that on the other sides, and perhaps ten 

feet from the southern row. This fence 
should be at least eight feet high, and if 
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you secure it from being blown down, 
more would be still better. If vou have 
plenty of ground, a hedge of evergreen: 
will cost no more than a board fence, aud 
will continually grow better, Consult 
your nearest nurseryman for particulars ; 
you are sure to be humbueged if you even 
consent to da/k with “tree ped Hers. 

These wind breaks are wanted eveu if 
your bees are wintered in-doors, and 
should not he neglected. In regard to 
ventilation, for out-door wintering noth 
ing need be changed trom their usadl 
summer condition, unless tt be to nearly 
close their entrance; Dut as this is Jiable 
to become stopped with ice or sleet, some 
upward ventilation should be given in 
such a way that it caunot become closed 
with snow orice. A quilt made on pur 
pose or any woolen blanket or clothing 
spread over the frames seems to answer 
best, for it prevents a strong current of 
air through the hive and vet allows them 
all they need; of course this covering 
must be well protected from the rain. 
Should the sun come out at any time very 
warm and bright after snow has just fall 
en, it may be well to shade the entrance 
with a broad board, as has been offtimes 
recommended. 

Now when we consider that out-door 
wintering is almost always unsafe, can we 
not, with less trouble, put even one colo 
ny in the cellar? Where a dark, dry 
warm cellar is at hand we should have no 
doubt in the matter. 

Much has been said about double walls 
for hives, and hives packed on all sides: 
but aside from our own observation (we 
have just gone over the whole file of slimes 
ican Bee Journals for the past seven 
years, as in fact we have all the other 
bee journals published as well, but their 
evidence is so meager compared with that 
of the A. B. J., we hardly consider. them: 
worthy of mention in order to glean 
facts on this subject particularly,) the 
evidence seems to be that hives of thin 
luinber placed in the sun do as well or 
better than the double or packed walls. 

We should bear in mind that strong col- 
onies winter well (or have in former 
years) under almost all circumstane es 
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and many times when some new arrange- 
went has been tried, the credit has been 
given that, whereas it simply did not. hin- 
der them from wintering well. Many 
cases are mentioned of bees wintering 
finely in hives without bottom boards or 
with great cracks in, and, in some cases, 
almost without hives; yet no one advo- 
cates such a plan. To sum up, we should 
say the arrangement for out-door winter- 
ing fhat gave them most sunshine, with 
the fullest protection from the wind and 
rain, would succeed best. 

A single colony cannot generate the 
amount of heat that forty or fifty would, 
and we think it very doubtful about their 
heing benefited, even had they a cover- 
ing one foot in thickness on all sides. 
Would not a single pail of water freeze 
under such cireumstances? Yet if it 
were buried in the ground, below where 
frost would reach, it assuredly would not, 
and so we would put our one colony in a 
trost-proof cellar, or leave them full in 
the sun. Jtis well known that they will 
hear a very low temperature for a short 
time—a few days or a week—if they can 
onty be warmed up occasionally, to ena- 
ble them to fix up for another cold snap. 
If you live in a region where the cold may 
continue ten days or more below a zero 
temperature, we advise a cellar or frost- 
proof bee house, by all means. 

To those who have five colonies or about 
that number, we should advise as above, 
only that it would probably pay to have a 
small part of your cellar enclosed, so as 
to be perfectly dark. Objections have 
been made to fastening the bees in with 
wire cloth, yet, when housed, many sue- 
ceed in so doing without irritating the bees 
at all, and it has the advantage of pre- 
serving the floor free from dead bees at 
all times: also, if the temperature should 
rise to 50° or more, many get out and fail 
to find their way back; besides, in carry- 
ing the bees into their winter quarters 
and back again, a nunp carelessly. given 
wonld not result in the loss of bees. 
More experiments are needed on this 
point, and we hope to be able to give the 
result of some in our next, 

We have just seen an apiary of forty 
stocks or more that were so confined, and 
kept in a cellar that was but slightly dark- 
ened; yet no bees objected to the confine- 
ment, and very few were found dead on 
the bottom boards: no colonies were lost 


atall. They were fed on sugar syrup, of 


COMPSE, 

As soon as you have a dozen colonies, 
we would advise a bee house such as we 
have described. .\ good cellar may an- 
swer, it is true, but a house made especial- 
ly is much more convenient. We really 
hope our friends will have all feeding fin- 
ished up soon after they receive this, for 
we wish to advise in regard to placing the 
different kinds of hives in-doors in our 
next, 

a ae 

Sept. 27th, Bees are working quietly on 

a half barrel of sugar. Cideyr-mill deserted, 


¢ 


| 


r 
tj 


‘‘ NOVICE’S”’ GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE. © 





QUEEN REARING. 


\HORTLY after our last namber went 
*/ to press a number of cool nights 
nights rendered our fifty-four eage queen 
nursery inefticient to keep up a brooding 
temperature, and many queen cells were 
lost; but its great convenience during 
warm weather made us loth to give it up. 
While studying on the matter we observed 
that the copper reservoir of water on our 
Stewart stove, kept warm even after an 
interval of many hours, without fire, and 
that a body of water changes temperature 
quite slowly. To be brief, in less than 
half a day, Novice, with some assistance 
from his friends the tin-smiths, made a 
simplicity hive, all of tin, with double 
walls and haying a fixed bottom double 
also; the space between the two contain- 
ing about eight gallons of water. The 
stove used last spring was again sect upin 
the bee house, the top remeved and our 
hatching nursery placed on it, male the 


joint close with strips of woolen eloth be- 


tween the tin and iron. A shatlow tin 
lamp made to hold about a gallon, and 
supplied with a common burner and 
chimney, was placed on the bottom of the 
stove, and so arranged that it could be 
replenished with oil by simply opening 
the stove door. 

After about twelve hours, our thermom- 
eter inside showing a temperature of 
about 100, the lamp was turned down con- 
siderably, for hives rearing queen cells 
showed on an average only from 86° to 
90°, Well, with some solicitude we re- 
moved several frames, containing cells to 
our miniature conservatory, and were re- 
warded by seeing very soon large yellow 
queens uncap their cells and walk forth 
with ali the strength and vigor of those 
reared in June and July. , 

As we dislike to cut combs and brood, 
ns we must do to give each cell a separ- 
ate cage, we propose leaving them all as 
builtin the hive and trust to our ‘skill to 
“keep peace in the family” by visits four 
or five times a day. Now please try and 
imagine our exultation, kind réader, 
when we discovered that the queens could 
be plainly heard gnawing owt of their 
cells, and that by holding the comb to the 
ear the precise cell could be selected and 
the queen liberated, and safely caged wn- 
til we are ready to introducé thein. - The 
apparatus works most beautifully, for the 
temperature can be kept to acdegree, if 
necessary, by turning the screw, to the 
lamp, and after the cells aré sealed we 
think them safer thus than in théir own 
hive even. From one strip of comb con- 
taining thifteen cells we hatched out 
twelve fine “queens, and at one time we 
hatched eight in one day. In fact'we 
have supplied each one of our queen 
rearing colonies with fine yellow queens 
in so short a time since starting the ap- 
paratus that we begin to wonder what we 
shall do with our rapidly increasing fam- 
ily of infantile aspirants to “royalty. 
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Since the Cool weather they are very 
tardy indeed in beginning to lay, but 
should they not become fertilized this fall, 
we can, at least, give the matter of hatch- 
* ing queens*by artificial heat a good test 
and, be ready to commence early next 
season. 

The combs are covered with a quilt, of 
course, to prevent too much escape of the 
heat, and it is essential that a stove be 
used with a pipe to cary off the products 
ot combustion, for even a lamp burning 
continually would render the air impure. 
The expense of oil is from one to two 
cents per day and our bee house is kept 
comfortably warm by it even during 
frosty nights. We have no doubt but that 
the apparatus could be used for hatching 
ges and may be brooding the chicks 
afterward, also for a miniature conserva- 
tory for plants, if a°*glass*case be put over 
it ; but we leave the subject for others as 
our province is only bee culture. In case 
of a weak colony suffering from dysen- 
tery, théy could be quickly warmed up 
and fed wholesome food and then, combs, 
hbeesand all returned to their own hives. 
The expense of the whole need not ex- 
ceed four dollars, for any tall stove will 
answer; but we presume the expense of 
oil necessary to give the required temper- 
ature, wenld depend very much on the 
room in which the whole is iocated; our 
bee house retaining heat a long time 
when once warmed up. We have no 
trouble ‘at all;: as yet, in introducing 
queens ‘jast hatched, and as a proof that 
the bees do not recognize such as queens, 
wé will mention that on giving brood to a 
colony when the queen (given them the 
day before)’ was called missing, they 
started cells and produced two large fine 
ones. ‘On cutting these out on the tenth 
day to give them another queen just hatch- 
ed, a live queen, appearing at least a week 
old, was found endeavoring to destroy 
them, but was ‘prevented bythebees. We 
explain this by supposing they had not 
noticed ‘her’ being in the hive until the 
cells were sealed and then they prevented 
her destroying them. These two cells 
produced ‘two fine queens which were 
tound crawling about in our conservatory 
next morhing. 

Should any one ridicule rearing queens 
hy artificial: heat, bid them ask experi- 
eneed Floristor Market Gardeners if plants 
thus reared are not equal to those produc- 
ed in the‘open air. 

We should ‘add that Mr. F. R. Shaw 
first gave us the idea of using a lamp but 
he used warm air instead of water. 


Mr. E. C. Braxestee and Willis A. 
Phelps, of this place, add their names to 
the list given last month of those offering 
queens for $1. With the aid of the im- 
provement’ mentioned in this No., we 
hope ts bevable to: furniah th te 
sau Set ant: ae ent ‘séa- 
son, 


{! 
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OUR FALL DILEMMA. 
SHINCE ‘tis the fashion, we too have 


' been moving our bees “where the 
flowers bloom,” and Novice was dispatch- 
ed yesterday with forty colonies and takes 
sixteen more to-day (Sept. 20) toa swamp 
twelve miles distant, where hundreds of 
acres of yellow ‘‘posies” are “wasting 
their sweets on the desert’ or rather 
swampy “air.” 

Thirty-one colonies of two story Langs 
troth hives, with nuclei in the upper 
stories, were carried safely on a hay rack 
placed on a common lumber wagon. 
Strips were sawed just right to slip be 
tween the frames at each end and wire 
cloth was then nailed over the portico. 
As the covers to the upper stories would 
not fit over the lower ones, we were 
obliged to cary the whole bulky apparatus 
even if the upper story was empty. 
Never before did the Simplicity hives 
show their advantage more _ plainly: 
for they only required wire cloth over 
the bottom and they were ready, no mat- 
ter how strong the colony, and as they 
could be packed close up, almost as many 
stocks could be carried in a light spring 
wagon as on the aforesaid hay rack. The 
advantage of handling a light, plain, 
smooth box compared with the others 
(and yet their inside capacity is precisely 
the same) has decided us to offer our 
whole lot of two story Langstroth hives, 
minus frames, for fisty cents each, if they 
don’t sell for that, we propose breaking 
them up in the spring. 

The firstthing to-day will he to hang a 
colony on the spring scales, and we will 
report progress before going to press. 
There has been a reason besides the 
aforesaid flowers, for this sudden migra- 
tion, and that is a neighboring cider mill. 
We were invited to call and see the “cider 
works” a few days ago and beheld per- 
haps more Italians in a body than we 
ever did before. They covered the 
pomace, had ranged themselves along the 
channels where the cider coursed, or 
generally coursed, and seemed all ready 
for the moment when the screws were 
turned ; and indeed so well had they ful- 
lowed the business that almost every 
drop was sucked up as fast as expressed, 
aud “nary” left for the “cider man.” We 
told our neighbor, who seemed very fair 
and friendly when he found that we were 
so disposed, that we would take the hees 
out of his way at once; and as some of 
our subscribers tell us that the “swamp” 
never fails to farnish fall honey, cannot 
we “kill two birds, etc.,” by moving our 
bees every fall- Had our neighbor not 
hesitated to tell us the true state of af- 
fairs sooner, we should have had them 
removed a month ago. Of course every 
drop of cider and swamp honey will be 
removed by the middle of October, and 
we shall have to trust to ‘‘tea-kettles’ and 
“Novices skill,” to put our eolonies all 
in winter trim so much later than we 
have recommended. 
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Own page 55 July No. it seems a line was 
omitted in Mr. Pratt's article. After the 
words “old hive,” read “and allow them 
to enter the new one,” which, ete. 

. >_> - 

“My little girl sends love and a hiss to 
the ‘blue-eyed baby,’ ’’ writes a subseriber; 
and we return the compliment hoping the 
“baby” may live to know all her friends, 
through “Gleanings,” at least, if not in 


person, 
~ ee mw 


“Mas. N.-anad “P. G.” 
quest our friends nef to use magnifying 


earnestly ve- 


wlasses in viewing the photo, for the ar- 
tist assured them that no one could see 
their eyes even if the blazing western sun 
did almost put them out. It was neces- 
sary to have all objects illuminated by the 


sun direct, for a well defined picture. 
>—-———— 


We have quite a number of complaints 
that a few who advertise queens largely 
have received money for them and will 
not even answer letters of inquiry in re- 
gard to it. We have written to these per- 
cons direct, and if they give us no explan- 
ation we shall give them the benefit of a 
Sree advertisement of their mode of doing 
business. We propose sifting ont the 
unreliable names. 

siianisitesiashlatiidiileiit AN, Sis 

Peruars we should remark, in regard 
io our discovery in introducing queens 
just hatebed, that Mr. Langstroth almost 
suggested the same thing at the Cincin- 
nati convention, and that C, C, Miller, of 
Marengo, IL, also said, in the American 
Bee Journal, some time ago, that it could 
ine done with a colony constructing queen 
cells; however, strange as it may seem, 
we have found, as yet, no colony hostile 
to a queen jnst, hatched, although a few 
have been missing the next day. 


t! 





Last month we made the offer of wire 
cloth for extractors by mail for 25c., but 
further experiment showed that the light, 
close mesh was unsuitable for very thick 
honey, and none could be found in the 
market just as it should be. As the coarse 
wire is heavier and costs more because 
made especially to order, we shall have to 
charge lic. per square foot for it. The 
untinned, such as we have been using, we 
can furnish for &c. per square foot. If 
sent by mail, postage will be 6c. addition- 
al. We can farnish also very nice tinned 
wire cloth for queen cages, sixteen mesh- 
es to the inch, for l5¢e. per square foot; 


postage, te. per square foot. 
> 

Wer hope our friends will accept our 
thanks for cirenlars sent us pertaining to 
bee culture. While most of them seem 
to have been sent out with a wish of doing 
a fair and honest business, we find it is 
hard to get over the old idea of “selling 
rights.” 

Busy Bee is sent fora three cent stamp, 
and, even if it does run a patent hive, 
contains considerable that is valuable and 
but few errors. We clip the following: 

ARTIFICIAL HONEY OR BEE FOOD. 

“During the winter of 1871-72 our bees 
were lacking supplies, and being anxious 
to obtain a cheap and reliable food 1 
communicated my knowledge and obser- 
vations on artificial bee food to an emi- 
nent chemist of New York, and employed 
his services to aid in compounding a food 
answering the same purpose as honey. 
After conducting a number of expensive 
experiments we succeeded in discovering 
a correct method for compounding an 
artificial honey equal in every respects to 
the natural article, and at one-third to 
one-half the cost of honey. To obtain 
this recipe has cost me nearly $500.00, 
besides my time and experiments, but it 
is the sublime mode of making honey in 
every respect as good as that made by 
the bees, and if the simple directions are 
followed in mixing it will appear like 
amber, clear and fresh, free from wax anid 
unfomenting. It will also keep in any 
climate. If bees are fed upon this Am- 
brosial Honey they can be wintered with- 
out any of the risks or other disadvanta- 
ves consequent upon depending on the 
natural method alone for the needful sup- 
ply. The Ambrosial Honey can be made 
hy any one with ordinary kitchen utensils, 
and with very little labor.” 

“To enable bee keepers to satisfactorily 
compound this cheap and beautiful art- 
cle of food we have the recipe printed 
with full directions to manufacture and 
use, so each one with very little outlay 
can have the benefit of our labor and ex- 
peyjsive experiments. The recipe to 
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manufacture for individual use or apiary || 


will be sent securely sealed by mail, post 
paid for $2.00.” 

“The recipe is coprighted and secured 
according to law, Parties ceceiving it 
are therefore cautioned not to sell the 
same or in any way make it known to 
others. It is warranted as represented or 
the money will be refunded.” 


Now if we haven't » fondness for good 
things, we don’t know who has, and _ this 
“ambrosial’—Well, we have sent a two 
dollar greenback, and really we can hard- 
ly wait until the mails shall bring us the 
“wonderful” paper, If it wasn’t for the 
faw and copyright we would give the 
whole to our readers in place of a $2.00 
chromo, ete. On second thonght we will 
vive the whole thing in our next number 
to all our subscribers and take the conse- 
quences; and, furthermore, send us all 
the valuable receipts you can and we'll 
send the money to Mr. 1. Herman Flick, 
Lavansville, Pa., or to anyone else: for 
“Gleanings” must contain all that is of 
value about bees or honey, no matter 
what it costs, nor how many suits at Jaw. 








HEADS OF GRAIN FROM DIFFER- 
ENT FIELDS. 


91.—I never had but one Italian queen (or 
purported to be), and kept her three years. 
She was uncommonly prolific, but I never re- 
ulized but one three pound box from the colo- 
ny. ey raised a queen last fall to supply 
her place, and although there are quantities 
of bees there is no honey but a little extract- 
ed, while I have three black colonies that will 
uyerage over a hundred apiece (only six colo- 
nies in all, one new one) ge | box honey. 
‘They are all running over with bees, some 
two stories, with boxes piled round sides and 
top.. I never have any trouble in getting it 
pat in boxes if any is to be gathered. Side 
oxes are a humbug. Nohoney,in my expe- 
rience, will ever be stored in them, unless a 
comb of brood is next'the boxes, and then you 
will have brood in the boxes, especially if 
there is drone comb in them. It is almost ab- 
solutely necessary to stick pieces of comb in 
boxes in any position. The most of it is 
stored in small boxes, about three pounds box 
and all, and brings gross weight, white clo- 
ver, golden rod, &c.,in_ new. comb, right 
through, 35c. wholesale. Evenina long hive, 

ith epy frames on sides or ends, with « 
power colony they wil! store it on top in 
preference. One hive with fifteen frames of 
hrood and six empty ones on each end put 
over ty pounds on top of the brood frames, 
and the ends are not more than half full, J 
have no doubt but what I could get larger 
quantities by extracting, but only take what 
is absolutely necessary, as last year ! sold the 
wost I extracted for 10c. The quality this 
year is the finest [ ever knew, and I retail it 
at 25e, 200 Ibs. would glut the market at any 
price, while comb honey can be sold by the 
ton, E. C. Newett, Brooksfield, N. H. 


We believe we never saw a strong colo- 
ny of Italians that did not store honey 
when others did, but we have reserved 
some very prolific nearly black queens 
until this season that did just that, 7. ¢., 
clustered all over the hive in idleness 
while the Italians filled their combs, or at 
least slowly added to their stores. These 


} 


-- 
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black stocks required feeding to prevent 
starvation. and so we pinched the heads 
of two very prolifle queens. There is so 
much diversity of opinion in regard to 
“side storing’ that we opine that the 
progeny of some queens incline to work 
out sideways more than others. (See 
“Can Our Bees be Improved?’ in May 
No.) 

We think our friend, with many others, 
will find that a fine qualtity of extract- 
ed honey begins to sell almost as readily 
as comb honey, and prices begin to come 
up very close. 


92,—I lost last winter 24 out of 56 stands of 
bees on account of extremely cold weather: 
temperature was foc two weeks from 50 to 40 
degrees below zero. I winter on summer 
stand. Have increased my stock from 8 to 15 
by natural swarming, Havetried your plan 
of double story for extractor_on one hive; 
gave empty comb from hives I lost; extract- 
ed 28th of June 30 Ibs. nice honey from upper 
story with Gray and Winder’s extractor. I 
have not disturbed the lower part of the hive. 
From my other seven hives I have taken four 
boxes of box honey, about 45 lbs. in all, three 
hives not yielding anything. If pasture 
should be better in September, [ may receive 
tour boxes yet, which are partly filled now 
(about 40 Ibs.) Next year, 1f we are spared, 
I shall try the extractor, provided pasturage 
is favorable. My bees are all natives. Have 
tried to Italianize them, but lost them in 
winter. C. A. Higotp, Areadia, Ill. 

If our friend would get the full benetit 
of the extractor, he should “go below, * 
too, and when he gets the Italians, he, and 
not the bees, should manage the swarm- 
ing. 

No.%3,—My bees have done very well, I 
have taken about 900 lbs. from my 25 stands. 
During the last of June my scale hive 
showed a gain of from 4 to 6 pounds daily : 
this month has so far been rainy, cloudy and 
cool, the gain has only been about 1 lb. daily. 
Mrs. Tuppers notion that it injures the brood 
to extract the honey from the brood combs is 
an unmitigated humbug. I have extracted 
the honey from brood combs every season for 
five years and never injured any brood un- 
less [I turned too fast and threw it ont. 
This year I am extracting the honey from all 
frames more closely than ever as I find it for 
the mutual advantage of both bees and my 
pocket. W.J. Ronan, Fairview, Iowa. 


No. 94.—I have made another hive, the mate 
to yours only not sorough. I'l say no more 
now. STEPHEN YounG, Mechanicsville, lowa. 

Thank you, Mr. Y., we hope you and 
all others will say just what they think of 
our wares. We have no doubt many of 
our renders can do better work than we 
(lid, but we gave you the idea which was 
our greatest object. “P. G.” seolded so 
much about the “knotty hives’ that we 
finally did purchase better lumber. 

No. 95.—Dear Novice:—I told you some- 
time ago that I could not usea thin knife, 
but [have found since that I did not know 
how to use it, as can now uncap very nice- 
dy and without hot water. 

Cuas. E. Wrvener, Cumbeland, Maryland. 

We are quite glad to hear that others, 
as well as “P. G.,” are learning what 
skill can be acquired with a thin knite. 
If made very thin and used on nothing 
but wax they can be kept very sharp, as 
they should be. It seems to us that hot 
water or any machinery would be much 
more trouble and after all not as rapid. 
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the barrel. Yours, truly, P 
N. E, Prentice, Castalia, 0. 

Jury Ist, 1875. 

Right glad to hear it, hope they'll keep 
doing so. 

No. 97.—Your extractor I believe to be a 
good thing, but having never seen one of any 
kind, I know nothing of the prinsteis upon 
which seen, Pte IT must confess that I am 
more dumbfounded with its description than 
1 am with the hive. Couldn’t you getupa 
ps fe of it also, that you could send by 
mailand charge enough to pay you? Very 
respectfully, Wa. C, Grier. 


8. Can your gearing be attached to the 
Peabody eXtractor without much cost? 
have one of them. In feeding bees in your 
‘*simplicity’’ hive, will it do to pour sugar 
syrup on top of the frames? If not, what is 
the hest mode? Cras, D. Exuis, | 

Edentown, N. . 

We regret to say that we know of no 
way in which the Peabody extractor can 
he made better. If gearing could be at- 
tached, the momentum of so much metal 
besides the honey would make matters but 
little better. 

We have now on hand a half dozen 
Peabody machines that have never been 
used which we will sell for $8 each; regu- 
lar price, $15. They will do excellent 
work, and very likely will never wear out, 
hut the one who uses them we fear qwoul:/. 

“).—Most porticular P. S.—Fearing that 
my long sheet’s contents would get some- 
what crossways in your pile of unreadable 
letters, I have concinded to give you the gist 

‘nothing but the gist.”” 1. How to make 
hees build worker comb only, and when to 
teed bees syrup—here—for winter. 2. Price 
of empty worker comb. 3, Could your scales 
he gotten up cheaper than $5, and 13s more 
than one pair needed in an apiary? How do 


yon ig a hive to at any time weigh with the 
seales. 

T. J. Kennepy, Castalian Springs, Tenn. 

Bless your heart, friend K., we have 
never yet had a letter on the subject of 
hee culture that was unread, though some 
of them required even P. G.’s utmost ef- 
forts (she has been a “school marm” four- 
teen terms), and we think they have all 
repaid the time spent. 

Ist. We don’t know. This past sea- 
son we were so well pleased to see them 
build com) at all, that we were not over- 
particular, We keep drone comb out cf 
the way of the queen, and find it just as 
good for the extractor. A colony with a 
young queen is not as apt to build drone 
comb, and by reducing the worker force 
we think itcan almost always be managed. 
Mew things are posilicely certain with 
bees, 

2d. Novice suggests that our best 
worker combs are worth a dollar apiece to 
us, but P. G. says we don't want to sell 
‘em at any price. Won't some of our 
subscribers offer them cheaper, i. ¢., in 
metal cornered Langstroth frames ? 

3d. We should consider but one pair 
of scales necessary in an apiary, and we 
keep a one-story hive permanently hung 
onthem. It is held by a wire running un- 
der it, and is kept from swinging by the 
wind too much, by two more wires attach- 
ed to front and back carried horizontally 
tu stake; leaving it to rise aud fall by 


ee — — 


NO. 96.—My bees are gathering honey by | 





each ounce of increase or diminution. 

Again, $5 is too much for an imple- 
ment like that for bee culture. But thai 
isn't the worst of it. Our stock is sold 
out, and dealers and manufacturers now 
say they cannot furnish any more at less 
than $65 per dozen; that ours was stock 
remaining on hand, ete. Novice threat- 
ens to study up something for about a dol- 
lar that will tell when a hive is gaining or 
losing at a glance, but even then it’s very 
convenient to have scales that will weigh 
accurately when we are feeding for win- 
ter, etc., and as they must be weather- 
proof, perhaps they can't be made any 
cheaper. It is just fun for us to know 
every ounce of success or the contrary. 
To illustrate: our bees have been going 
northward of late as soon as daylight and 
almost sooner, and on returning they were 
covered with yellow dust. By the time 
the seales had shown a few ounces in- 
crease, Novice investigated, and found a 
ten acre cornfield that it seems had been 
planted with pumpkins, and corn put in 
occasionally. The time was sunrise, Or 
shortly after, and he claims the hum of 
industry that arose from a sea of yellow 
blossoms (rivaling anything in Vick’s col- 
lection in size if not in splendor) was 
enough to—to—well enough to make any 
spring balance feel the effects of it. Ina 
few days the grasshoppers, too, discovered 
the nectar, and they seem now to be dis- 
puting with the Italians as to who shall 
get up earliest. 

No, 100.—I have kept bees in Lowa for five 
years, and I think it is one of the best States 
in the Union for bees. But our best honey 
harvest is froin the middle of July till last of 
September. I kept black bees for2 years and 
did not get a pound of surplus, and the sum- 
mer I gave them Italian queens I got over 300) 
peawes from 5 stocks, I use the Langstroth 
1ive exclusively. 

ALFreD McMarys, Chariton, Iowa. 

No. 101.—My extractor (just finished) works 
‘‘like a charm ;’’ the only trouble is the 
strips of tin came very near cutting the firet 
pair of combs into four inch strips ; however, 
I soon learned to turn slower and did not 
veut them so badly, but think the wire cloth 
will be mach better. My extractor is a home 
made one, but I think it is on the right prin- 
ciple: stationary can, revolving frame. 
Any man that gets me to raise box honey for 
him after this, will have to pay me at least 
three times the bing of extracted honey for 
it. ouN Atkinson, Nelson, Pa. 


Nothing gives us more pleasure than to 
hear from those who are succeeding with 
home made implements. There is a 
species of independence in being able, 
when needfal, to make materials at hand 
answer our purposes that we always ad- 
mire. 

No. 102.—I_ will enclose you a letter from 
the young man whe took my bees to Iowa. 
If my bees do any th ie ike what they re- 
ort there, I will be hi pp ily disappointed. 
Vhad counted on exagerations; having ex- 
tracted nearly all the honey and reduced the 
hives in bees as much as if they swarmed 
it was as much as I expected that they would 
build up to proper condition for winter, as f 
know they would have accumulated nothing 
here.- | R. Witkty, Cadiz, 0, 

We rejoice at the prospect of Mr, W's. 
success in hig projéet, and enclose ex- 
tracts from the letter referred to: 
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Hurrah for Basswood ‘Ten and fifteen 
vounds storedin 2}4 days. (Gallup says the 
first crop.at least is mainlya failure. Mr. 
Lindley here says if I had got here one week 
sooner they would have stored several times 
asmuch. Hundreds of Linn trees perfectly 
covered with bloom. @ honey nice and 
thick. If they store at this rate I will soon 
have to extract. ent to see bess He’s 
2 ey panes yi senseible man, with lively 
flow, of good humor. Not a single colony 
died on the way here. Generally in good 
condition I think. Just 165 hives, (yours) 
counted twice. Hadan awful hard fight to 
keep the bees from smothering on the way. 
Used good many barrels of water on them. 
You know how they squeal when smothering. 
Water only saved them. W. Harrison, 

**Beekeepers’ Paradise’’ (Osage, Lowa.) 


No. 103.—The days have been sunny with 
cold, frosty winds, so that every bee that was 
enticed by the sun to leave the hive, was cut 
down by the frost. What would you doin 
such circumstances? Tio return the bees to 
their winter quarters would be considerable 
work. The ‘’Gleanings’’ informs us that the 
entrance to all your hives are toward the 
east or west. I am very curious to know 
why. Isitto keep the bees within doors on 
unfavorable days? Another question which 
} wished to put, not to a Novice, but to one of 
Novice’s experience in bee keeping: During 
the winter months, are the frames of hives to 
he left ag close to one another as in summer ? 
} am under the impression—though I never 
acted upon it—that if the bees had more 
space in the center of the hive to form a 
cluster, they would winter better. Combs 
partly fullof honey and bee-bread passing 
through the cluster must, I should think. 
What say you on this? 


operate against them. 
if I coul —— wy hives from winter quar- 


tere, and throngh the. spring season, in as 
good condition as I find some of them, I could 
astonish the world. And I cannot see why 
one colony does not succeed as well as the 
other, when, as far as I can see, all things 
are alike. I know some bees consume more 
food in winter than others do. This perhaps 
may affect them, as too much food affects the 
alutton. One winter I had a good colony that 
wintered well and required no feeding in 
spring with 15 Ibs. of food: another of equal 
strengh, and next to it in winter quarters, al- 
most perished for want of food before I got 
them to their summer stand, though they had 
double the quantity of food the others had 
when put into the cellar. So I feel that I 
have much to learn yet about bees. 
J. AxpERSON, Ontario, Canada, Apr. 10. 
We have experienced the same trouble 
vur friend mentions, and know of no 
remedy except to build a high, tight fence 
on the north and west sides of the apiary, 
and in fact on all sides if it be so arrang- 
ed as not to obstruct the sun. Such a 
fence makes a different climate, almost, 
and bees regain their hives where the 
wind would otherwise destroy them. A 
helt of evergreens when grown would he 
excellent. Our trellises run east and 


west, that the vines may shade the hives . 


in summer, and our hives obstruct the 
paths less and leave the best place for 
working on the north side when placed 
east and west, for no otherreason. As 
we like the sun to strike them in the 
morning we have. them all east. Will 
some one who knows answer in regard to 
more room between the combs for winter. 
We, tov, ‘could astonish the world” if we 
could make adi colonies equal our best ; 
and we are laboring with “Gleanings” for 
just that result, or that some of our sub- 
seribers who have got the energy may do 
so, when we unitedly work and study out 
the way. 


' 


104.—L_ have succeeded in getting ten good 
queens from the hatching of eggs I got from 
you July 2d. Iam much pleased with them. 
I term them my five-cent queens. Who can 
beat that for cheap queens? §S. Hf, Mriier, 

Ashland, 0. 

We are very glad, indeed, to hear of the 
above success with the eggs, simply be- 
cause it shows that ‘twas not all an error. 
HLowever, so many failures were reported 
that we think qveens for a dollar much 
the surest plan for Italianizing. 

No, 105.—I have received ovor 100 Ibs. comb 
honey from one colony. Honey was made in 
frames; Langstroth hive. Wintered in cel- 
lar—taken out in March, and fed sugar syrup 
all they would take, perhaps two pounds per 
week, until May 7th, when they sent out a 
large swarm, notwithstanding no blossoms 
were out atthe time. Swarm was returned. 
Hees were hybrid. One comb weighed 21 lbs. 
Colony was built up in the fall with sugar 
syrup and was wintered entirely on sugar 
syrup. Cuas. Roor, Sheftield, ©: 

The above somewhat shakes us in our 
belief that plenty of food sealed up in 
the combs gives us all the advantage of 
feeding liquid food daily or two or three 
times a week. In this case, also, the large 
yield of comb honey was at a time when 
other colouies in same locality gave no 
surplus at all, for they were at that time 
getting built up into condition to store 
surplus. With fifty colonies or more 
feeding twice a week even, is a task, and 
is seldom attended to promptly. Novice 
suggests that with “car apiary’ (see prol 
lem 17) an arrangement could be made to 
feed the whole at “one dose.” 





ITEMS. 


FPIHIS number closes the volume for 
—) those who only subseribed to “Glean- 
ings’ as a quarterly, and we have mailed 
all such, séx numbers instead of the four 
promised, aud presume all are satisfied 
that they have received their 25 cents’ 
worth, unless, forsooth, there be those 
who would have been better pleased with 
a lesser number than a greater; for we 
do know. kind reader, that, in this age of 
periodicals, such things are sometimes a 
nuisance. . 

Now, in view of this, (for we should be 
very sorry indeed to send any one “Glean- 
ings’ who did not value it,) we propose, 
for the year 1874, to Lave no non-paying 
subscribers, and to send it to none, not 
even the President or Queen Victoria, 
should they happen to be bee-keepers un- 
less they manifested their wish to receive 
it by the usual remittance of 75 cts. 

Of course we will with pleasure send 
sample numbers when requested, but in- 
asmuch as we like full liberty to purchase 
what we choose without urging, we wish 
our friends to fully enjoy the same free- 
dom. If we succeed in making our little 
sheet of such importance that our friends 
find it a good investment, we will wel- 
come subscribers and do our best to serve 
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them; but we wish it to make its way en- 
tirely by its own merits. We expect to 
be able to furnish back numbers to all 
who may need them, at all times. Shall 
be pleased to exchange with ali other bee 
journals, and will cheerfully pay the differ- 
ence in price. 


We see by the Bee Keepers’ Directory 
just out (first number) that its editor, N. 
(. Mitchell, proposes to “sail along the 
shore in shallow water.’ He also adver- 
tises “dollar bee hives; but he don’t sell 
them for a dollar—he only sells us a right 
for ten dollars, and then we can make 
them with frames and all painted for a 
dollar or less. His mode of “making 
comb” is now sold away down to jive dol- 
lars, and we are going to send him the five 
dollars to get it for “Gleanings,” 7. e., when 
we get the “ambrosial honey,” if it is 
youd. Mr. M. also “teaches school’ a 
good deal cheaper. His hits in the Di- 
rectory on ventilation are certainly not 
very far wrong, and if he didn’t always 
keep wanting to sell receipts and “rights’’ 
for ten dollars or more, we should really 
like some parts of his quarterly. Cincin- 
nati: 25e. per year. 


We are happy to add that we have found 
the screw mentioned in our last, for the 
queen-rearing cards are entirely unneces- 
sary. Common brass pins driven through 
the card into the hive half their length 
and then bent at right angles answer every 
purpose, as the head of the pin plainly 
designates the date or condition of things. 
The pins cost almost nothing, and do not 


rast hy exposure; and so the expense of 


the device is only one cent per hive; the 
convenience of it can only be appreciated 
by use. 

i - —_>—_ - — 
PROBLEMS, 


ty 17.--Granted that fifty colonies 
= are as many as are profitable in one 
locality generally, and that more honey 
could be secured by giving them a locality 
in autumn different from their summer 
cne, Could not a wagon or car be con- 


structed, perhaps something on the plan 
of a photographer's car, that would give 
the whole fifty the requisite room and 
space between each hive, and have.a per- 
manent place thereon, a light room to be 
arranged for extracting in the center, and 
the hives arranged around the outside ? 
lhe winter repository to be arranged so 
that the whole can be run in and housed 
in & minute or more, and as quickly 
brought out to have a fly during a warm 
day in winter. A simple mechanism 

_ could be arranged to close all entrances 
with wire cloth at once, and also to open 
them as quickly. 

When pasturage’is scarce, single hives 
hung on spring balances could be located 
at desirable points for ten or fifteen miles 
around, and when one of these showed 
that honey was coming rapidly, our tray- 


} 
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eling apiary could, in a few hours, take 
advantage of the yield. Many other ad- 
vantages present themselves, such as 
quickly housing our bees during severe 
frosts in March or even April, likewise 
some disadvantages. As several have 
this season reaped rich rewards for mov- 
ing bees where they could have fall pas- 
turage, we think the matter an import- 
ant one. Nunn Bros. report 1500 Ibs. in 
about one week by moving their bees only 
a few counties west. Further reports 
next month. 
> << oO 
HONEY COLUMN. 


_——— 


“Sy " have sold all our honey but 
yy one barrel for 18c., and the de 


mand seems to exceed the supply for fine 
clover honey. There seem to be many 
buyers at good prices, and many of our 
friends have sold their crop already at 
25e. 

Give us the items, if you have any to 
sell and don’t get fair prices at home. 

We take great pleasure in inserting the 
following extract from a letter just rec d. 
The more so as Mr. Chas. F. Muth’s name 
is quoted very fair and our readers can 
rest assured that he is both reliable aud 
responsible: “I will pay for all the choice 
white clover honey I can get, 16 cents per 
lb. at Cincinnati depot. 1 can use a 
few bbls. of dark or Linden honey, and I 
may get a good demand for the latter be- 
fore jong, but do’nt think I could pay 
more than 13 cents for it. 

Cuas. F. Meru, 
976 and 978 Central Avenue, Cin., O. 
> -@- : 

Dolefulagain. <A series of severe frosts, 
cut short at one ‘fell sweep’ both the 
“swamp posies” and Novice’s hopes, aud 
to prevent demoralization our bees have 
been returned to their homes In regard 
to the cider mill, Novice, when baffled at 
Problem 17, turned desparately to the so- 
lution of Problem 15, and he and the bees, 
are now rejoicing at what seems to bid 
fair to be ® great success, viz: KEmploy- 
ing robbers and all hands at work on dry 
sugar in the open air, exposed ta the sun 
but protected from rain. Further partic- 
ulars next month. . 














ADVERTISEMENTS. _ 


Advertisements will be received at 10 cents 
per line each insertion, cash in advance; 
and we require that every Advertiser satisfies 
us of his responsibility and intention to do 
all thathe agrees, and that his goods are 
really worth the price asked for them. 


\HE PRICE FOR ITALIAN QUEENS 

after the Ist of August, will be for 
Tested Queens, $5.06 
Warranted Queen 





8, 2.00 
J.SHAW & SON, Chatham Center, 
1. FE. DANTELS, Lodi, | 
Medina Co., O- 


